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Life after London: Living in Aberdovey

Steamships in Aberdovey from the mid-1800s to the
First World War

The local shipbuilding indus-
try, which started on the
back of the Industrial
Revolution in around 1840,
didn’t survive the arrival of
the railway, partly because
the upper reaches of the
river Dyfi were cut off, but
also because wooden sailing
ships for deep-sea cargo
carriage were being built

more cheaply and ambi-
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R S e e most conspicuously,

Vintage postcard of Aberdovey showing both sail and steam in port. steamships were beginning
to replace sail all round the
coast and across the

oceans. Early 19th Century steamship services had developed along big rivers and estuaries like the
Thames and Clyde, with corresponding shipbuilding services fulfilling a real demand. These were populous
areas in need of reliable passenger and cargo transport and a number of entrepreneurs found that there
was a good market for pleasure trips. In Wales, these early steamers were too expensive to run for low-
margin cargoes and were not suitable for carrying heavy goods. As the technology improved, so did the
ships. There were many advantages of steam over sail. Steamers could set sail in all weathers and tides,
they could operate to a timetable, and those built of iron could be much larger than wooden equivalents.

By the mid 19th Century a number of Welsh shipbuilders had tried their hand at steam, including the 1854
Victoria built in Barmouth and the single Aberdovey-made steamer, Aberl/lefeni Quarry Maid, launched in
1858 (see below), usually known simply as Quarrymaid. This experiment did not evolve into a steamboat in-
dustry either in Aberdovey or Barmouth, where another steamship had been built. The development of a
shipbuilding industry in Wales, for even small steamers, was inhibited for a number of reasons. These in-
cluded the expense of dredging access routes for the building of bigger ships, adapting shipyards, adding
new infrastructure and acquiring new skills. The last Aberdovey ship was launched from Penhelig in 1880,
the schooner Olive Branch, a pattern of shipbuilding decline that was echoed in small ports along the Welsh
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coast as the shipbuilding industry
came to a standstill. The last Dovey-
built ship to frequent Aberdovey
was the 1867 84-ton schooner Dovey
Belle, which met her end in 1907.

Towards the end of the 19th
Century, steamships from other ar-

eas visited small Welsh coastal

. : ‘\ ”»"..‘@
ports, and Aberdovey continued to S x)

be an active port until the First \.; ';&—;u-..«m
Rl e r e

World War. The earliest steamships
were paddle steamers, successfully The schooner Dovey Belle, Capt. John Williams.
crossing the Atlantic on regular

crossings between Britain and The Dovey Belle. Source: Lewis 1996, plate following p.120

America, and these were succeeded

later by the much more efficient
screw (propeller) steamers. In 1887
a new Aberdovey jetty was built,
370ft long. Approached along a
pier, it enabled ships to load and un-
load at both low and high tide, en-
couraging the visits of steamships.
The pier and jetty were fitted with
railway tracks and a turntable, so
that the main railway could be con-
nected directly with shipping via the
Aberdovey Harbour branch.

ABERDOVEY from the oir

The Aberdovey jetty, fitted with rails

The only steamer to be built in

Aberdovey was the 83.1ft long
above-mentioned Aberllefeni Quarry Maid, built by Roger Lewis to serve as a coastal vessel, and was
launched in October 1858. She was fitted out with two De Winton 50hp engines and associated machinery
in Caernarfon, and undertook her maiden voyage from Aberdovey to London in April 1859, with several of
the owners on board, some of whom disembarked at Aberystwyth. Her normal route was between
Aberdovey and Liverpool, averaging a round trip per fortnight, but one one occasion she was chartered for
a pleasure cruise to Aberystwyth and back, as reported in the North Wales Chronicle and Advertiser on 3rd
September 1869.

ABERDOVEY.—On Thursday the Steamer Quarrymaid from Aberdovey took a trip as far as
Aberystwyth and back. The weather was beautifully fine, and a rich treat was thus afforded. About
eighty from Towyn and Aberdovey, visitors, &c., availed themselves of a trip, H. Webster, Esq,, of
Aberdovey bore the expenses of the excursion, to whom great praise is due for his kindness and lib-
erality at all times in Aberdovey and vicinity. During the passage, singing was kept up with spirit.
After spending about six hours in Aberystwyth, the Quarrymaid steamed off at about nine knots an
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hour, and Aberdovey was reached in good time.
Three hearty good cheers for Mr. Webster was
given on board, which was joined in by the multi-
tude on shore, who greeted the company on
their return. A private company was entertained
by the same gentleman at the Hotel, and a
pleasant evening spent.

In 1862 she had a six-man crew. It is not known when
she went out of service. If anyone knows of a photo-
graph, please get in touch!

Antnpovey,—Ou Thursday the Steamer Quarrymaid
from Aberdovey took a trip as far as Aberystwith and
back. The weather was beautifully fine, and a rich
treat was thus afforded.  About eighty from Towyn and
Aberdovey, visitors, &c., availed themselves of a trip.
R, Webster, Esq., of Aberdovey bore the expenses of
the excursion, to whom great praise is due for his kind-
ness and liberality at all times in Aberdovey and vicinity,
During the passage, singing was kept up with spint.
After spending sbout six bours in Aberystwyth, the
Quarrym iid steamed off at sbout nine knots an hour,
and Aberdovey was reached in good time.  Three hearty
rond cheers for Mr. '.\'ebster. was given on board, which
was joined in by the multitude on shore, who greeted
the company on their return, A private company was
entertained by the same gentlomau st the Hotel, and

a pleasant evening spenu's

As far as I can tell, the earliest visit-
ing steamers to arrive in Aberdovey
were those of the Cardigan Bay
Steam Navigation Co. It was
formed in 1834 by local gentry and
operated a summer service from
Pwillheli to Aberystwyth with their
one funnelled, two-masted paddle
steamer, the 60hp p.s. Vale of Clwyd
(p.s. standing for paddle steamer),
commanded by John Hughes of
Pwllheli. She left Pwlheli every other
day and returned on alternative
days, but did not run on Sundays.

The paddle steamer Vale of Clwyd. Source: National Museum of Wales (via Her round trip between

Williams and Armstrong 2010)

Aberystwyth and Pwllheli included
stops at Barmouth and Aberdovey,
both on outgoing and return trips.

There's no record of how she was received in Aberdovey, but a local newspaper reported that on her arrival
in Aberystwyth, she was greeted by “nearly all the population of the town and country for several miles

around.” Later in the same year she also stopped at Aberaeron and New Quay. On 27th May 1934 the

North Wales Chronicle warmly greeted the linkage of Aberystwyth and Pwllelli, seeing it as a solution to

opening up the Welsh coast “so long hermetically sealed against tourists and travellers.” It seems to have

been a short-lived service, and the ship was moved to the Portdinllaen to Liverpool route the following

year.

The next steamers to stop at Aberdovey were owned by the Cambrian Steam Packet Co, which was regis-

tered as the Cambrian Screw Steamship Co Ltd in March 1956, but changed its name In April.
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Cambrian Steam Packet Company Share Certificate. Source: National Museum of Wales

The company operated out of Aberystwyth, with ships going to Bristol, Liverpool and London and extended
the service to Swansea. It carried both cargo and passengers to these destinations, stopping off at inter-
vening smaller ports, including Barmouth, Tywyn, Aberdovey, New Quay, Aberaeron, and Aberystwyth. The
earliest advert I have found dates to 1859, singing the praises of the ship Plymlymon. An 1859 Cambrian
Steam Packet Company advert in the first edition of the Aberystwyth Observer has an illustration of the ship
Plymlymon, captained by William Wraight, which carried goods and passengers between Liverpool,
Aberystwyth and Bristol, stopping at Holyhead, Portmadoc, Aberdovey, Aberaron and New Quay. Although
prioritizing cargo, the advert goes on to say “Excellent accommodation for Passengers. Stewardess on
board.” Fares from Liverpool and Bristol to Aberystwyth, Portmadoc, Aberayron, Aberdovey, Cardigan and
New Quay cabins were 12 shillings and steerage 7 shillings. Between either Aberystwyth, Aberaeron,
Aberdovey, Cardigan, new Quay, Portmadoc or Holyhead, cabins were 9 shillings and steerage was 6
shillings. The full advert is shown at the end of this page. The appearance of the advert in 1888 is some-
what confusing, as the Cambrian Steam Packet Company is said by a number of sources to have closed in
1876, so I am looking for more information on the subject. Later ships advertised were Aberystwyth, Queen
of the Isles, Young England, Genova and Liverpool, all steamships. In 1863 an additional steamer, Cricket, was
added to the list of ships running on this route “with Liverpool, Bristol and London goods,” and “good ac-
commodation and a stewardess on board.” Although it ran cargo and offered passenger less expensive
prices than the railway, it found competition from the combination of rail and the establishment in 1863 of
a rival steamship company difficult, and folded in 1876.
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The
Cambrian
Railway
was di-
rectly re-
sponsible
for the ar-
rival of
the paddle
steamer
p.s.
Elizabeth
in 1863
from

In the absence of a picture of Elizabeth, Blackwall,
here’s a photograph of her owner Thomas London
Savin instead. Source: Wikipedia (please
getin
touch if
you know
of a photo). In the early 1860s, during the construc-
tion of the Cambrian Railway that began in 1862 (dis-
cussed further here), Elizabeth was purchased to
serve as a ferry. The Cambrian’s railway engineer
was contractor Thomas Savin (about whom more on
the aforementioned post about the railway). Savin
had originally intended to build a bridge across the
Dyfi to connect Aberdovey and Ynyslas by rail, and
this remained the plan for some time, but due to the
local geomorphology, civil engineers decided that
the bridge could not be built and an additional 12
miles of rail had to be laid to go around the estuary,
crossing the river just north of Gogarth instead. This
meant that until the new stretch was built, south-
bound passengers had to cross the river by ferry be-
tween Aberdovey and Penrhyn Point, just beyond
Ynyslas, linking the railway, where a line had been
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built. Savin himself purchased Elizabeth, a 30 horse-power Blackwall (London) paddle steamer that was
also rigged for sail as a backup for the engines. According to a report in the Carnarvon and Denbigh
Herald she arrived at Aberdovey in 8am, having sheltered in Milton Haven for a number of nights, on the
morning of 10th October 1863. She was captained by a Machynlleth resident Captain Edward Bell, who
was succeeded by his younger brother Captain John Bell. She had a draft of 20 inches (i.e. she was shallow
beneath the waterline) and was “fitted up like a yacht.” Unfortunately Elizabeth was not a success, as a let-
ter printed in the 7th November 1863 edition of the Carnarvon and Denbigh Herald makes clear. Although

elegant, with “much the resemblance of the Great Eastern build,” she was “almost totally useless as a
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means of conveyance.” At ¢.125ft long she was too long “by a third of her present length,” meaning that
small boats had to take up the slack, as they had done before the arrival of the steamship. He goes on: “A
trip of two or three times a weeks is all ‘our toy’ can make, and she has neaped [grounded] on a sand bank
since Monday last!” In the same edition, it was reported that piers were under construction for the ferry at
Aberdovey on one side of the estuary, and Penrhyn on the other, which seems like something of an
afterthought!

When the railway was eventually
completed in 1867 it ran along the
Dyfi Estuary, routing through the
outskirts of Machynlleth and down
the coast to Aberystwyth, making
the ferry redundant. Savin sold
Elizabeth in 1869 to an agent in
Londonderry. Long after the railway
was complete, sleepers were still
brought into the port for the
Cambrian Line. The Carnarvon and
Denbigh Herald notes the arrival of

the steamers Lizzie (which belonged Steam train making its way along the estuary towards Machynlleth, after the

to Lewis and Co of Mostyn) in completion of the Aberdovey to Aberystwyth section of the line, eliminating
September 1889 and Lotus in July

1891 loaded with sleepers. This evi-

the need for a ferry.

dently continued at least as late as

1908 when the residents of Bodfar

Terrace and Glandovey Terrace joined forces to present a petition to the Cambrian Railway co. asking for
the removal of the piles of sleepers stacked in front of their houses, “as they are a great eyesore to visitors
and residents.” They were particularly concerned that they should be taken away before the influx of
August visitors.

Lizzie. Source: Fenton 1989b, p.121
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The Aberystwyth and Cardigan Bay Steam Packet Company was formed by seven shareholders from
Aberystwyth, including the harbour master, a master mariner, two merchants, two grocers and a carrier. It
was probably founded in 1863.

The first ship purchased, in 1857, was the
108 ton s.s. Express, followed by the 118 ton
s.s. Henry E. Taylor (built for the company by
Bowdler, Chaffer and Co, Secombe) in 1868
and the s.s. Grosvenor (built by Crabtree
and Co, Great Yarmouth later on (s.s stands
for screw steamer or steamship). The ser-
vice ran between Aberystwyth and
Liverpool, stopping off at ports along the
way, including Aberdovey. The business was
reconstituted twice and in 1885 became the
Aberystwyth and Aberdovey Steam
Packet Company, to raise new operating

The Countess of Lisburne. Source: National Museum of Wales

funds of £4,000 (none of which came from

Aberdovey). At this time the Henry E. Taylor
was transferred briefly to new company. It was sold a year later when the 135 ton Countess of Lisburne
(above) was purchased. She was in turn replaced in 1908 by the steel 219 ton Grosvenor (shown below),
which sailed to Liverpool on a weekly basis. She was sold in 1916. It is clear from the 1908 AGM, reported
in Cambrain News and Merionethshire Standard on 7th May 1909, that the business was suffering from
ship outages due to repairs and other difficulties with the ships. I have quoted it an length, although the
entire report is longer (see it here) but I think it is worth it for the insights that it offers into the operational
difficulties:

The balance sheet had been prepared and the accounts audited by Messrs. Graham King and Co.
who regretted to report a large adverse balance as the result of the Company’s trading for the year
an unsatisfactory result which seemed to be entirely attributable to the breaking down of the old
steamer. During the time that boat was on offer for sale and temporarily laid up for repair it was nec-
essary to hire another steamer in order to retain freights and good will. That hiring cost the
Company £450. There was also a serious loss in freight for the year, there being a de- crease of £512
in the gross earnings. The sale of the old steamer resulted in a capital loss of £1,266 18s Id., which
the auditors suggested should be wiped off over a period of ten years and had therefore charged
the past year’s profit and loss account with £126 13s. 9d. The new steamer had been running about
two months in the period covered by the accounts and it was trusted that the increased carrying ca-

pacity in the present- year would show a good profit, especially as the working expenses were practi-
cally the same as in the smaller boat. The report of the directors was as follows :(—Your directors, in

presenting the annexed balance sheet and profit and loss account for the year ended 31st
December, 1908, regret to state that there is a net loss for the twelve months of £478 6s. 2d. It will be
observed that a sum of£228 19s. 6d. was expended on repairs to the s.s. “Countess of Lisburne,” and
a sum of £430 was paid for the/hire of another steamer during the time the s.s. “Countess of
Lisburne” was on offer for sale and temporarily laid up for repair, in order as far as possible to retain
the freight and goodwill. There was a considerable falling off in the traffic during the negotiations for
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the sale of the s.s. Countess of Lisburne,” as the
steamer chartered by your Company, having to
call at other ports. was not able to meet the re-
quirements of the freighters at this port, and this
accounts for the decrease in the gross earnings
during the year. It is hoped that all this will now
be obviated as the s.s. “Grosvenor” has a carry-
ing capacity of 250 tons, as against the 120 tons
of the s.s. “Countess of Lisburne.” and the atten-
tion of the shareholders is called to the fact that
the working expenses of the s.s. Grosvenor” will
be about the same as those of the s.s. “Countess
of Lisburne,” with the great advantage of having
a carrying capacity of 130 tons more than the s.s.
“Countess of Lisburne.” It is hoped that all the
shareholders will assist the directors and officials
in developing the trade of the steamer, so as to
wipe off the existing loss and that the directors
may be in a position to declare a dividend before
the end of the coming year.

M

TRy

Countess of Lisburne. Source: Fenton 1989b, p.41
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ABERYSTWYTH & ABERDOVEY

The annual general meeting of th
shareholders of the Aberystwyth anc
Aberdovey  Steam Packet Company
was held on Friday afternoon at th:
offices on Rofawr. Aldermgp Pete
Jones took the chair and there were
yresent Mr. Hugh Hughes. Mr. Willian
‘homas, Alderman Isaac Hopkins, Coun-
cillors G. Fossett Roberts and J. Gibeon
Mr. T. W. Powell, Mr. Edward Evans
Captain D. J. Lloyd, Capt, Humphreys
Mr. John Owen, Princess-street, Mr.
Daniel Morgan, Mr. J. Morgan, Bryny-
mor-terrace, Mr. J D. Willhams, green-
grocer, Mr. R, J. Jenkins, secretary, and
Mr. Kilvington, traffic canvasser.

The balance sheat showed share capital
at £5,000 in 1,000 shares at £5 each, of
which £3,800 have been issuea. The firs:
mortgage debenture at five per cent.
stands at £1.955. Creditors were stated
at £631 15s. 3d. and the balance of pur.
chase moneyv of the ** Grosvenor™ at £1.210,
On the as-ets side the purchase price of
the ship was £5420 15s. 3d., including
extra fttings: balance on sale of the
“(onntess of Lisburne,” £1,140 4s. 4d.;
debtors for freights, £361 4s. 5d.: cash,
£17 6s. 5d.; insurance paid in advance,
€106 : and balance transferred from 1908,
loss reserve transferred, £72 18s. 9d.  The
yoar's earnings were £2,771 14s. 8d. Load-
ing and discharging cost £442 14s, 6d.;
port charges and harbour dues, £437 Cs 104
(Aberystwyth, £339 14s.) ; wages of
crew, £441 19z, 2¢.: coal, £290 17s. 10d.:
repairs, £228 19s  6d.: hire of steamer,
£430; carriage by rail, £88 3s. 10d.: cart
tage. £65 10s. 4d. ; insurance £136 5=, 7d.;
loss of ten per cent. incurred by sale of
“Countess of Lishurne,” £126 13s. 9d.:
azents commissiaon, £111 19 4d.: rent at
Aberystwyth and Liverpool. £74 15s.: rates
| and taxes, £17 15s, 7d. : stores, £78 15-.
6d. : legal expenses, £20; claims, £10 1bs,
11d.: bad achts, £6 1s. 3d.; canvassers
salary and expenses, £14 6s 4d.; and in-
terest on mortgage, 2?4 8s. 9d.

[N
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6 The Grosrenor was operated by the Aberystwyth & Aberdovey Steam Packer Co. trom Octol

1908 until June 1916. The illustration shows the steamer when owned by Robert Gardner of Lan
The Grosvenor was operated by the Aberystwyth and Steam Packet Co from 1908 until 1916.
This photograph shows her after she had been sold. Source: Maritime Wales by John Richards,
p.111

The Cardigan Steam Navigation
Company, which was registered in
1869 to run cargo between
Cardigan, Bristol and Liverpool and
other ports that seemed viable at
the time. I have not seen any refer-
ence to its ship Tivyside stopping in
Aberdovey, but it seems probable
that they did stop, if only occasion-
ally. In 1888 it went into liquidation,
having failed to survive competition
with the Cardigan Commercial
Steam Packet Co., established in
1876 with the ship Seaflower (built

by J. Reid and Co, Port Glasgow).
This itself ran into trouble when

Seaflower. Source: Fenton 1989b, p.21

Seaflower ran into the wooden sail-
ing brigantine Charlotte in November 1879, resulting in damages of £1200. This finished the company, but

a new company was created in the same name, with the same ship. This endured until 1902, closing down
shortly after replacing Seaflower with the Mayflower.
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ried out in the River Dyfi to reduce the
incidence of accidents, the result of

- which was a new sailing chart.
Although I cannot track down a name
for her, this lovely paddle steamer is,
according to Hugh M. Lewis in Pages of
Time, the Royal Navy's survey ship. She

has a single funnel and two masts with
schooner rigging. Two large rowing
boats are on the aft deck, and two
smaller tenders (ship-to-shore boats) float at the steamer’s side. Ilove the ornamental paddle cover and
the washing hanging out to dry.

In 1887 a line from Aberdovey to Waterford (and other ports) in south-

ern Ireland was established, the Waterford and Aberdovey Steamship WATERFORD AND ABERDOVEY

Company, to be subsidized by rebates, after some difficulty, by the STEAMSHIP COMPANY.

Cambrian Railway. A report in Cambrian News said that “a valuable S
) . . BHORTEST AND MOST EXPEDITIOUS
connection has been formed with Ireland, and traffic is brought upon ROUTE TO LANCASHIRE,

the railway that otherwise would not have reached it. The first ship in TR AN Sy, o

the service was the 246 ton s.s. Liverpool, which ran a livestock trans- SAI L—‘I—N GS
portation service from April 1887 from Waterford to Aberdovey. On o

her first trip she brought a general mixed cargo together with 60 pigs, August and September,
returning with another general cargo to Waterford. She made four 188es.

such trips in that April, and records show that another ship, Magnetic, e e o -
made more than 12 trips from Waterford to Aberdovey between “‘l',»”l i i i
November 1887 and March 1988. Departures from Waterford had to Shandeas o Yo, Sewsnd and

be timed carefully to coincide with the Aberdovey tides. Livestock
pens were built at Aberdovey for holding incoming cattle, pigs and Advert for the Waterford and
horses, prior to their transportation by rail to other parts of Britain,

particularly the Midlands. Livestock was a potentially good cargo for

Aberdovey Steamship Co. Source:
Hugh M. Lewis Portraits of a Village.

shipping, assuming that the demand was there. Not only were there Lewis does not state the name of the

few handling costs (livestock was simply led or herded off a ship into newspaper in which the advert was

waiting pens, with minimal manpower and no lifting gear required) S
but it was thought that there would be demand in urban areas. An

advert in Hugh M. Lewis Portrait of a Village (page 64), and dated July

1888, is shown to the left, advertising both its electric lighting, which

was also in its cattle holds, and its superior passenger accommodation. Another 1888 advert below adver-
tises “Great acceleration of transit” on the steamers s.s. Magnetic (and possibly s.s. Electric), “Carrying pas-
sengers, Merchandise and Live Stock in connection with the Cambrian Railways, at Low Through Rates, the
principal English and Welsh Towns”. An interesting paragraph towards the end of the advert details the fol-

lowing advantages:

“For the conveyance of Live Stock from Ireland, owing to the favourable course of the currents in the
part of the Channel to be navigated, and its freedom from fogs. On arrival at Aberdovey shippers
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may, as suits their convenience, either
despatch their Stock to destination immedi-
ately by Special Trains, or place them in a
large field adjoining the Cambrian Company's
Station, where they will be allowed to remain
free of charge for twenty-four hours, and
from which they can be loaded at any time di-
rect into Trucks. Another advert in Lewis'’s
book, dating to later in 1888 reads: “Shortest
and most expeditious route to Lancashire,
Yorkshire, Midland Counties etc. Sailings for
August and September 1888. The s.s
‘Magnetic is a fast boat, and is fitted through-
out (including the cattle space) with the
Electric Light. The Passenger
Accommodation is of a superior description.
A Steward and Stewardess on board.”

Lewis Lloyd lists some of the livestock carried by
Magnetic, the dates showing when dues were paid
on each cargo (1996, p.219) including the following

example:
e 8/11/1887: 14 cattle,
e 15/11:7 cattle and 233 pigs
e 20/11: 212 cattle, 187 pigs and 32 sheep
e 331/12: 35 cattle, 88 sheep and 259 pigs (re-

turning to Waterford with slate and pipes)

The Liverpool was not quite up to the task, and after

several slow runs it became clear that a faster ship
would be desirable. In September 1887 she missed
two buoys on her approach to Aberdovey, and ran
aground, after which a light was fitted to her bows.
She was replaced the following month by the 290
ton s.s Magnetic., which had been adapted for carry-
ing livestock, but it soon emerged that this work

was woefully inadequate. Green (1996, p.109-110)
tells the story:

The Magnetic's second trip, on 26th October
1887, was a great disaster. She rolled abom-
inably in severe gales, and the conversion
had been done badly, with the stallage con-
structed at too low a level so that the beasts

https://aberdoveylondoner.com/2020/03/18/steamship-visitors-to-aberdovey/
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WATERFORD axp ABERDOVEY
STEAMSHIP COMPANY,

SHORTEST AND MOS3T lir.\l']‘: DITIOUSROUTE
TO
LANCASHIRE, YORKSHIRE,
AND THE
MIDLAND COUNTIES,

The Fast and Powerful Screw Steamer “ LIVER-
POOL,” or other suitible Vessel, is intended

satl as under between
WATERFORD and ABERDOVEY,
Carrying Passengers, Merchandise, and Live Stock

at Throagh Rates, tothe principal English

L .. and Welsh Towns,

IN CONNECTION WITH THE CAMBRIAN
RATLWAYS,
OUUTODIER OAILINGOS :—
From WATERIORD :

Friday 14th October 3 Afternoon,

Tuesday, 18th » 4 %

Fl‘ld:\)', 21st " oo t »

Tuesday, 25th - 6 »

Friday, 28th . 3 '
From AvEkpovey

Thursday, 13th = 2 Afternon.

Monday, 17th - 7 Morning.

Thursday, 20th - y

Monday, 24th ” S

Thursday, 27th " 3 Afternoon.

Sunday, Juth - S Morning.

Live Stock and Goods Insured at Llovds on best
terms, Values to be declared before Shipuent,

PASSENGER FARES BETWEEN WATERFORD
AND ABERDOVEY :—

Single.  Retura Tickets, available
i for One Month, 155, 0d,
| Steerage, 0s. Single.
| for Onc Month, 9s,

Children under Three years of age, Free
Three and under Twelve, Half-price.

Cabin, 105,

Return Tickets, avatlable

TOURIST TICKETS to Waterford, availsble for
Two Calendar Months, are issued from the principal
Stations on the Cambrian Railways.,  For particulars
see that Compan) s Tourist Programme.

A Stewurd and Stewardess an Board,

Pu&scr}ucrs may go on Board or leave the Steamer
at A)l\erun\'c.\‘ atany time after the arrival or before
the departure of the corresponding Trains.

THIS ROUTE OFFERS
ADVANTAGES

of } . - v ] M 1
For the conveyarce of Live Stock from Ireland,

SPECIAL

the rart of the Channel to be navigated, and its
froo«lumv from fogs. On arrival alongside the Deep-
water Pier at Aberdovey, Shippers may, as suits their

tion immediately, or place them in a Field adjoining
the Cambrian Comnpany’s Station, where they will be

hours, and from which they can be loaded at any
time direct into Trucks,

transferred at Aberdovey direct from the Steamer
into  Railway  Waggons on the Pier, whereby
expeditivus transfer is ensured.

For Conditins see Forms of Consignment Note,

IRISH STOCK FAIRS FOR OCTOBER, 18s7.—

Drte. i

1887,

Day of Week. Held at

October  Ist

... Eanis,

... Knocklong,

.. Waterford City
.. Fermoy,

" drd  Monday ...

" " B0 ooe b
i 4th Tuesday ... ... Thurles,

» oth  Wedaesdy ... Clonmel.

" Tth l‘ll‘;\l‘i)' .. Roscrea,

” - 1w eee e Dipperary Town,
w 12th |Wednesday ... Kitkenny City.
n " " .. Cashel Town,

" N .. L.ismore,

o Jive -
iThursday .. Kilienaule,
iSaturday .. Rathkeale.

17th  IMandae FETYEi,

convenience, either despatch their Stock to destina- |

And other mportant Districts of England and Wales

(unless prevented by unforeseen circumstances) to |

owing to the favourable course of the eurrents in |

allowed to remain free of charge for twentyv-four |

FISH, MEAT, POULTRY, BACON, &c, can be |

; above
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were thrown over the tops onto others in the next st3
The had set sail with 149 head of cattle, and arrived v
A butcher from Towyn was sent for, and he slaughter¢
22 had to be sold off locally as being unfit for further
gle over insurance, primarily because no cover had b

Having lost the trust of customers wishing to transport catt
stock, mainly pigs and some sheep. Local businesses were

lls. The‘ve'ntﬂa‘nbn wase;lsbqu:t(e inadequate.
yith 21 of those dead, and'afﬁi'ther 25 injured.
ed afiother thr.eedmmedla.ta[y, whilst the other

25th Tuesday ...

travel ol Thgre was a cqnslderable legal wran-
een qrderédu arlay © . Garricheon-Suir

s ('u ;).., uir.
" o imerick City.
" "L' Iriday

e, she became conﬁned largely to small live-

Novr, Fues hutles

t:leavly aware that an exp‘dnsmh vf the route to

Ireland could replace the coastal trade, and were keen to by i]gﬂ?n‘the'eXiSting service but net«ohl were

new services not established but in spite of its apparent suc

t the Compan

was regrettably brief, closing at some point between 1888 a

the period).

Larly de

1896 hatbourFetbids are incoribléte for

E8s. ;ﬁéwanerrow*amm*d‘wex‘% bf’e’atm”
hour.
Mups of the New Il
be obtained from the ,\z.m
JUHIN DOWNE Y,

Cus luu H ouse Quay, Waterfor rd.

and all information can

The Aberdovey and Barmouth Steamship Company was four ded'if 1877 The tdm mpany operatet} buﬁ of
the offices of Liverpool wholesale grocers David Jones and Co., although they were not the only

shareholders.

The best photograph I have found for the Dora so far is this one, showing her in Barmouth,

¢.1901. Source: People’s Collection Wales, which in turn

1914-18 by Michael Williams.

scanned it from the U-Boat Project

Their first ship was the iron-hulled screw steamer, the 162 ton s.s. Telephone, built in 1878 by H.M. McIntyre
and Co of Paisley, replaced in 1900 by the 200-ton, three-masted s.s. Dora, known locally as The Grocery

Boat. The two ships were registered in Liverpool. The steel-

hulled Dora, also built in Paisley, by J. Fullerton

and Co, was fitted with three masts and a single funnel set between the main (central) and mizzen (rear)

masts. She was a weekly visitor to Aberdovey and the last ship to sail to and from Aberdyfi on a scheduled
basis, carrying grain, cement, wood, timber, manure and sleepers. She departed from Liverpool every

Friday stopping at Porthdinllaen, Barmouth and Aberdovey.

https://aberdoveylondoner.com/2020/03/18/steamship-visitors-to-aberdovey/
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LIVERPOOL

Advert for the Dora. Source: Nefyn.com, which sourced it
from Katie Hipwell and Claire Smith great grand-daugh-
ters of Captain Williams and their late father O G Williams
(Gwyn) grandson of the Captain.

Dora may have caused. “Notes from
Aberayron” opens with the state-
ment “The most significant of all
news for the week” was that s.s.
Telephone would no longer connect
Aberaeron with Liverpool with its
“fairly large cargoes” on a fort-
nightly basis. The article says that it
has been suspected for some time
that the service was running at a
loss, and this was now confirmed.

If the s.s. “Telephone” has
gone for good, and if no new
venture is in store which will
put another boat on the
trade, it will be a commercial
loss to the community .

Steamships in Aberdovey from the mid-1800s to the First World War | Aberdovey Londoner

food to Aberdovey, where they were met by local
farmers who loaded horse drawn wagons from
sheds on the wharf. She also carried passengers.
You can find some more about the Dora at the
Nefyn.com website.

Lewis Lloyd comments that “The steamers Telephone
and Dora endeared themselves to the people of
Aberdyfi and their regular ports-of-call. Their sched-
ules represented normality and their passing meant
a further reduction in the character of the coastal
communities which they served.” There are several
old photographs showing Dora, which usually, al-
though by no means always, loaded and offloaded
her cargo on the jetty’s inner berth. Dora was requi-
sitioned for the Liverpool to Belfast route in
November 1916.

An interesting article in the Cambrian News and
Merionethshire Standard dating to two years previous
to the withdrawal of Dora from Aberdovey concerns
the withdrawal of Telephone from Aberaeron, and
may reflect some of the concerns that the loss of

Steamship Telephone. Source: Fenton 1989b, p.125

. To lose the advantage of buying in the Liverpool markets means a good

deal. The clients and customers of the Liverpool houses, too, will be cut off from Aberayron and that

reduces the commercial status of the town.

https://aberdoveylondoner.com/2020/03/18/steamship-visitors-to-aberdovey/
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The article finishes with worries about the tyranny of
monopoly and the dominance of the railway, but
hopes that instead “the old, old relationship with
Bristol” might remain unimpaired or even
strengthened.

Dora was sunk by a German submarine, UC 65 under
the command of Otto Steinbrink in 1917, when she
was carrying aggregate on a trip to Ireland. The sub-
marine surfaced and ordered the crew to disembark
into the ship’s boats and return to shore, so there
was no loss of life, but the ship was destroyed. In
Aberdovey, the company did not resume service

Steamships in Aberdovey from the mid-1800s to the First VWorld Vvar | Aberdovey L.ondoner

NOTES FROM ARZIR
AYRON.

The most significant of all news for the
week is that officially declared that the <5
“Telephone” has ceased to ply between
Aberayron and  Liverpcol.  lor  about
eighteen years it was continued with com-
mendable regularity to bring imto our port
fairly large cargoes fortnightly, It was
rumoured from time to time that the trade
did not pay the owners as carriers, On
the other hand, it was supposed that the
ghip was owned by powerful merchants
who, as such, were able to recoun them-
selves for whatsoever was remiss as car-
riers. Freights were fixed at such a low
firure as to affect the fortunes of the older
company of carriers known as the Aberayron

. : 5 SRR Steam t"acket Company, Lim se
following the war, closing officially in 1918. Thanks : * ’ i R, A0

to Eleanor Cole for the information that her grandfather Frank Morris, was one of Dora’s crew, and af-
ter the war he worked on the Aberdovey golf course. His brother was a blacksmith in Tywyn and often
worked on the Tal-y-Llyn railway.

In July 1895 the Cardigan Bay Steamship Company was formed in Pwllheli to offer a service between
Pwllheli and Aberystwyth, calling in at Barmouth, Aberdovey and Aberystwyth. However, none of these
destinations ever saw a ship, because potential investors were deterred by the existing services already of-
fering a service to these ports, and after failing secure the necessary finance, the fledgling company
closed.

Finally, the Liverpool and Cardigan Bay Steamship Company was founded in 1900 to run a service for
the usual Cardigan ports from Liverpool. It purchased the Telephone, which had been replaced by the Dora,
from the Aberdovey and Barmouth Steamship Company. As the main investors in the new company were the
same Liverpool wholesale grocers David Jones and Co, who were the main investors in the Aberdovey and
Barmouth Steamship Company the transaction must have been fairly painless. This was another short-lived
service, closing in 1905.

Lewis Lloyd mentions other steamers that visited Aberdovey during and after the 1880s (1996, p.218-222).
Included in his examination of the harbour records are those that visited in the last years before the war,
including the steamers Ruby and Beryl, both carrying creosoted sleepers from Glasgow, the s.s. May and the
s.s Countess of Warwick carrying summer day-trippers between Aberystwyth and Aberdovey, and the s.s.
Gem from Ardrossan, carrying more sleepers 96528 if them).

In 1918, during Guglielmo Marconi's tests of a radio station set up near Tywyn for transmission of wireless
signals to America. Marconi (1874-1937) and and his team moored in Aberdovey in his absolutely stunning
steam yacht Elettra. Elettra (meaning electron) is easily identifiable with her white hull, a long deeply raking
clipper bow and stern, a single central funnel and two masts and neat rows of portholes. As a youngster,
Kenneth Sturley, who later became a Marconi power engineer, spent his childhood holidays in Aberdovey,
and tells the story of going aboard Elettra:
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So I'd always watched with interest
those aerials strung across from
Tywyn. It was a long horizontal wire
in those days, with low frequencies,
of course, involved. Marconi occa-
sionally came into Aberdovey
Harbour with his yacht “Elettra,” in
order to get to Tywyn from there,
Tywyn being about five miles away. I
heard that it was possible for one to
make a request to go on the boat
“Elettra”, and perhaps even see the

great man. So I asked if I might do
Marconi’s steam yacht Elettra. Source: ARRL so, and was granted this opportu-
nity. We went into the Morse-code
cabin, and I duly put on the head-
phones and listened, and then the great man walked in. I'm afraid I was almost too tongue-tied to
have much conversation with him. I remember very vividly, him coming in, but I can't remember
what he said. It certainly gave me a considerable kick, and made me realize that what I wanted to do
was to be in radio.

Hugh M. Lewis comments in Pages of Time: “When the yacht berthed alongside the outer jetty, Marconi
with his crew of young, good-looking Italians, were made very welcome in the village.” He includes a pho-
tograph showing her in Aberdovey, but it chops of both bow and stern and as she is simply shown on the
sea with nothing showing Aberdovey itself, a different photograph here has been chosen to show the
yacht's main external features.

After the war, few other regular
commercial visitors arrived at the
jetty, apart from fishing, boats. In
the 1930s the Overton Steamship
Company brought in shipments of
cement for a while.

Finally, the Enid Mary, owned by
British Isles Coasters came into
Aberdovey around twice a year car-

goes of superphosphate from the
Netherlands, a fertilizer for local

farmers. 3
Enid Mary. Source: Fenton 1989b, p.112
Just as steam replaced sail, oil re-
placed steam. Two naval ships vis-
ited, and both were oil-fired: HMS Fleetwood in 1951 and the minesweeper HMS Dovey in 1987. The
Aberdyfi lifeboat station has a rather special and unique feature: the bell from the HMS Dovey. Itis on loan
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from the Royal Navy. Should another HMS Dovey be built, the
bell will have to be returned, but at the moment it is a much
loved and admired resident of the lifeboat station. The HMS
Dovey was a river class minesweeper M2005 commissioned in
1984 and sold to Bangladesh in 1994 for use as a patrol ship.
The last large visiting ship that I have been able to find refer-
ence to was the Royal Navy survey ship Woodlark, which spent
10 days surveying the approaches to the port in 1973.

One of the things that surprised me when I started writing this
post and hunting for images was just how small most of these
steamships were. I don't know why I was expecting them to be
substantially larger, because they were replacing small sailing

coasters. Like their predecessors, they were true workhorses,
and built to last. All of them retained masts from their sailing
ancestry, usually two, as back-up for the engines and to save fuel when there was a good following wind.

The coming of the railway led to the decline and the eventual end of many small coastal ports. For a while
sea and rail operated simultaneously, and at Aberdovey, ironically, all railway construction materials were
landed by sea, leading to a brief spike in shipping activity. The decline of the slate trade, one of its primary
coastal exports, was another contributing factor to Aberdovey’s deteriorating status as an active port.
Businesses had clearly believed that running steamers in competition with the railways, by providing
slower but cheaper cargo carriage, had genuine potential. The sheer number of steamship companies de-
scribed above indicates that businesses refused to abandon the idea that steam could compete with rail,
mainly trading regular perishable cargoes such as groceries, grain and, at the other end of the scale, non-
perishable heavy goods like railway sleepers and ores that were not time-sensitive. The attempt to create a
link with Ireland via the Waterford and Aberdovey Steamship Company must have given hope to
Aberdovey, making use of the rail link with the port, but although it seemed to be quite well thought out,
with animal pens provided for sending livestock on by rail, this eventually failed, perhaps because the de-
mand for premium Irish livestock in expanding industrial areas was over-estitmated. Meanwhile, larger

ports with good infrastructure benefited by becoming railway termini, where deep sea traders and the rail-
ways complemented one other.

Main sources:

Please note that not all accounts of the steamship companies listed above agree, particularly on founda-
tion and liquidation dates. I have done my best to select what I think are the most probable of the various
accounts by cross-referencing between the various sources of information, but if you are using this post as
a preliminary step for research purposes, I urge you to read my sources below (particularly Green; Fenton;
and Williams and Armstrong), and then explore their sources.

The National Library of Wales

https://newspapers.library.wales/
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